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Celebrating 125 years
From the Recorder Archives

March 21, 2008

Due to uncertainties associated with COVID-19 (coronavirus), the 16th 
annual Champions of Diversity awards dinner scheduled for Jan. 15, 

2021, is canceled. Visit indianpolisrecorder.com to learn of other ways to 
support the Recorder and Indiana Minority Business Magazine.

See LOCAL, A9® See DISTRUST, A7®

Breaking the 
cycle of prison

By AARON McCOY

Sean Hendricks has endured several 
horrific experiences that would force some 
people into a mental health institution. 

However, on a cold and rainy day he is 
definitely happy and content.

While standing inside the gymnasium of 
a local youth center, he looks at a mural on 
the wall. The mural depicts a young man 
being saved by an angel before the forces of 
evil can destroy him.

In a moment of reflection Hendricks 
smiles and calmly says, “That reminds me a 
lot of my own situation. So many times, the 
devil has tried to pull me back into the dark-
ness, but Christ has brought me into the 
light. If we never endure the darkness, how 
can we appreciate the light?” 

Hendricks, a former prison inmate, would 
like to share that hope and optimism with 
others who are still in prison or have left 
recently. But achieving that goal might take 
a tremendous amount of hard work in com-

Black communities’ 
distrust of police 

has roots in history
By DESIREE STENNETT
Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Sharhonda 
James is living in hell.

She has been plagued by daily nightmares 
since her 22-year-old son, Nevan Baker, was 
found hanging from a tree in an Orlando 
park last month.

Orlando police determined Baker had 
killed himself, a finding that has only fueled 
James’ agony because she doesn’t believe it. 
Neither did thousands of people who signed 
an online petition demanding the investiga-
tion be reopened and expanded. Nor did 
activists who led demonstrations calling for 
transparency and justice.

To many, the image of a young Black man 
hanging from an Orlando tree was too 
evocative of past racist lynchings to blindly 
trust the official explanation. To James, the 
horrific way police said her son committed 
suicide didn’t square with the seemingly 
happy young man she can see singing and 
rapping in cellphone videos he recorded in 
the weeks before he died.
“They didn’t do a fair investigation,” James 

said. “They didn’t handle my son’s situation 
in the proper way.”

Her doubt is not surprising.
It is indicative of a deep-seated ill that 

goes beyond personal grief or the actions of 
specific officers: Across the country, most 
Black communities have little faith in law 
enforcement.

The proof is found in anecdotes like 

By BREANNA COOPER
BreannaC@indyrecorder.com

When Delores Thornton published 
her first novel, “Ida Mae,” in 1997, 
she drew inspiration from people 
and events in her own life to cre-
ate the fictional world. In the back 
of her mind, Thornton, 71, knew 
she wanted to turn the book into a 
movie, but never felt comfortable 
tackling the project. 
“I never felt like I could do the book 

justice,” Thornton, an Indianapolis 
native, said. “It was my debut novel, 
and when the story came to me, it 
consumed me and took over my 
entire life for a while. … I promised 
myself I would do something for her 
[Ida Mae] in 2019, because that’s 

the year she died.”
Thornton and a small cast and 

crew began filming “Ida Mae” in 
August, taking many precautions 
in the wake of COVID-19. To limit 

the amount of interaction between 
actors, much of the film consists 
of narration by Thornton. Kelah 
McKee, who plays Ida Mae, had to 
get used to COVID precautions on 

By TYLER FENWICK
tylerf@indyrecorder.com

The Jewish Community Center of Indianapolis will 
host a series of online discussions about systemic rac-
ism to explore the role history has played in impacting 
people and institutions.

The first part of the series — “Where We Are and 
How We Got Here” — is 7-8:30 p.m. Dec. 9 on Zoom 
and will examine the history of systemic racism. Fu-
ture discussions on Dec. 16, Jan. 6 and Jan. 13 will deal 
with issues such as wealth and how to initiate change.

Former Indianapolis city-county councilor and 
deputy mayor Paula Means and community organizer 
Nedra Feeley will facilitate the discussions.
“We know to combat this issue it’s going to take time,” 

Means said. “And it’s going to take people who are will-
ing to give the time and walk along some of the rough 
roads that there will be.”

Registration for all four sessions is $15 for the gen-
eral public and $10 for JCC members. Learn more and 
register at jccindy.org/events. Contact lrothenberg@
jccindy.org if you cannot afford the cost.

Means and Feeley have hosted these types of conver-
sations before, most recently after the police shooting 
of Jacob Blake in Kenosha, Wisconsin. The pair asked 
people to think back to the first time they recognized 
racism and if they did anything about it. What they 
found, Means said, was people recalled incidents, usu-

SyStemic raciSm: 
Virtual series explores history, impact and change

Local author turns debut novel into film

Still from the trailer for “Ida Mae.” (Photo provided)

Nevan Baker. (Courtesy of his family)

By HILARY POWELL
 
Where there is a mirror and barber chair, Trey Cato 

sees a ministry.
“We’ve prayed in my barbershop,” he said. “The kids 

are not going to church, but they’re going to get a hair-
cut. When we come together and listen to these people, 
I believe we can change the community.”

Driven by that dedication to change, the Fort Wayne 
barber is part of a national coalition of haircutters 

trying to improve the health of Black men. Operating 
under a vision that they are “more than a pair of clip-
pers,” national nonprofit The Confess Project is helping 
Black barbers talk about mental health, one client at a 
time.
“The barbershop is the Black man’s country club,” 

Cato said. “It’s where we can talk without being 
judged.”

At his 2K Tight barbershop on the city’s south side, 
you’ll likely hear Cato candidly chatting about being 

SYSTEMIC RACISM SERIES
The Jewish Community Center of Indianapo-
lis will host a virtual series on systemic racism, 
facilitated by former Indianapolis city-county 
councilor Paula Means and community organizer 
Nedra Feely.

When: 7-8:30 p.m. Dec. 9, Dec. 16, Jan. 6 and 
Jan. 13

Where: Zoom

Registration: $15 for the general public and $10 
for JCC members for all four sessions

Learn more: jccindy.org/events

Hoosier barbers 
are cutting 
mental health 
stigma among 
Black men

See BARBER, A2®


